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NATIONAL REPORT 
High Court Bars D.C. Restaurant Jim Crow 

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that restaurants in 
Washington, D.C., are required to serve Negroes 
without segregation. The tribunal, in an 8 to 0 vote, 
upheld the validity of so-called “lost” anti-discrimi- 
nation laws passed in the district in 1873, but never 
enforced. Justice William O. Douglas wrote the 
court’s decision which noted that the “lost” laws sur- 
vived “the intervening changes in the government of 
the District of Columbia and are presently enforce- 
able.” 

‘The ruling came in the case of three Washington 
Negroes, Mary Church Terrell, Essie Thompson and 
Rev. Arthur Elmes of the People’s Congregational 
Church, who were refused service at a Thompson’s 
restaurant in February, 1950. 

The Supreme Court delayed until October 12 fur- 
ther consideration of school segregation cases, set- 
ting that date for further arguments on five ques- 
tions regarding Jim Crow in Southern schools. 








Published weekly by Johnson Publishing Co., Inc., at 1820 S. Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago 16, Hlinois. New York office at 55 West 42nd Street. Los Angeles office at 
1127 Wilshire Blvd, Entered as second class matter at the Post Office at Chicago, 
Ill., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Entire contents copyright 1953, by Johnson 
Publishing Co., Inc. Subscriptions: $7 one year, Canada $9. Foreign $10. 


3 











SILI LLLILILILELIILELALELELEBILELELIPLPLOL POLI LIL ELL L OL LG 


BUNCHE TO BE INVESTIGATED 

Rep. Adam Clayton Powell (D., N. Y.) said the House 
Un-American Activities Committee plans to investigate 
Dr. Ralph Bunche, Nobel peace prize winner and director 
of the United Nations trusteeship division. An audience 
of 300 persons attending graduation exercises at Coppin 
State Teachers College in Baltimore gasped audibly as 
Powell declared, “I have some shocking news. The House 
Un-American Activities Committee is going to investigate 
Dr. Ralph Bunche.” 

When he was reached at his New York home, Dr. Bunche 
said: “I know nothing about it whatsoever. He (Rep. 
Powell) hasn’t contacted me.” Rep. Clardy (R., Mich.), a 
member of the committee, denied Powell’s charge, say- 
ing: “If the committee is going to investigate Dr. Bunche, 
it’s news to me. In fact, I’ve never heard his name men- 
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House Rejects Plan To End D. C. School Jim Crow 

The House of Representatives rejected a bid by Rep. 
Adam Clayton Powell (D., N. Y.), to end racial segrega- 
tion in District of Columbia schools. Powell offered an 
anti-bias amendment to a bill calling on the Federal gov- 
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ernment to appropriate $12,000,000 for District govern- 
ment, but the House turned it down by a 78-15 vote. The 
Harlem congressman recalled President Eisenhower’s 
campaign pledge that “every vestige of segregation” in 
the capital should be eliminated, proposed that funds 
be banned from Jim Crow schools. Nineteen Republicans 
joined Southern Democrats in scuttling the bill. 
Smarting under his amendment’s defeat, Powell ac- 
cused Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby, secretary of Health, Edu- 
cation and Welfare, of telling Defense Secretary Charles 
Wilson to “lay off” carrying out the President’s order 
eliminating segregation in schools at 21 Army posts. He 
also accused Veterans Administration officers of “insist- 
ing” on following Jim Crow customs in VA hospitals. 
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"D) BY RED PROBERS, POWELL SAYS 

uS€} tioned in connection with the work of the committee. I 
atel can assure you nobody has even thought about investi- 
tor! eating him.” 

ice Rep. Powell told JET that he first heard of the pending 
210! investigation at the Howard University commencement 
aS! exercises. He said that in addition to Dr. Bunche, several 
1S€} nationally-known Negroes are being investigated for al- 
ate leged subversive connections. The prime mover behind 
the probes, Powell claimed, is Rep. Donald Jackson of 
he California, who attacked Bunche in a speech from the 
°P. | House floor two weeks ago. Meanwhile, JET also learned 
» 4} that three nationally-prominent Negroes have retained 
1Y-} attorney Belford V. Lawson of Washington to defend 
2€, | them against subversive charges. Lawson refused to name 
‘N-| the men, but said two of them were Washingtonians. 


PIINEIDE LI LOLDD ODED ELLIO ELLIE ELOL ELLE DOA IE LEE E ELLE LEE EE LEE 


»Wi Alderman Carey Sees Ike, Starts Rumors 

*p. Chicago Alderman Archibald J. Carey, Jr., called on 
a-}| President Eisenhower at the White House with his 5-year- 
anf old daughter Carolyn and rumors immediately circulated 
v- | that he will be given a high government post soon. Carey 
n-| claimed his visit was “just friendly” and intended to ex- 
ne |} press “personal gratification at the way the President is 
’s | coming to grips with his problems.” However, Republican 
in | minorities leader Val J. Washington refused to accept 
ds | the visit as “just friendly,” was quoted as saying: “I 
1s | wouldn’t say it was just that.” 


African Actor Ajala Begins ‘30-Day Fast’ 

- Mashoold Olabisi Ajala, African student-actor, went on 
30-day fast—during which he promised not to eat or 
- drink—at Terminal Island, Calif., where he is being held 
. for deportation to his native Nigeria. Although Ajala 
t insisted that the fast was a part of his Moslem religion, 
"| immigration officials suspected it was a hunger strike 
aimed at averting his deportation. 
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Judge Bars Jim Crow At Maryland Beach 

A Federal judge banned racial discrimination at Sandy 
Point Park bathing beaches in Baltimore after the state 
of Maryland failed to make planned improvements at a 
nearby Jim Crow beach for Negroes. In making the deci- 
sion, Federal Judge W. Calvin Chestnut said, “If the state 
of Maryland is going to the extent of providing bathing 
recreation facilities, there cannot constitutionally be any 
discrimination between them.” 


Illinois House Group Approves FEPC Bill 

The Illinois House judiciary committee approved an 
FEPC bill which was introduced by a Negro member and 
backed by the governor. With 21 Democrats joining 10 
Republicans in affirmative votes, the bill, described as the 
“equality of employment opportunity commission,” was 
sent to the House floor for a general vote. Nine Republi- 
cans voted against it. The bill was introduced by Rep. 
Charles Jenkins (R., Chicago), was backed by Republican 
Gov. William E. Stratton. 


Md. Governor Saves Duo From Death On Gallows 

Two men condemned to death for rape and murder 
were saved from hanging by Maryland Gov. Theodore 
McKeldin and given life prison terms. The governor 
acted two days before executions were scheduled for 
22-year-old rapist Leroy White and 23-year-old murderer 
John W. Chisley, explained that he felt neither crime 
merited the extreme penalty. 


White Texan Pistol-Whipped By Negro In Feud 

A wealthy, 62-year-old Texas rancher, who feuded with 
a Negro tavern owner and decided to put him out of busi- 
ness, was pistol-whipped by his intended victim. Rancher 
Elgin Matthews announced publicly his intention to ruin 
Harvey McGathan and called at the tavern armed with a 
pistol. McGathan resisted, however, wrested the weapon 
from Matthews and gave him a beating. Police refused to 
press charges against McGathan, told Matthews, “You 
can’t file against that Negro because all he did was protect 
his place.” 





6 








Fla., k 
invest 


Wl Wor 
Blacks 
blacks 
96, Pe 
mons 
Pleasa 
boasts 
the ol 
man | 
ing t 
learne 
fathe! 
at 96, 
fathe: 
at 11¢ 





idy 
ate 
ta 
>ci- 
ate 
ing 
ny 


nd 

10 
che 
vas 
d1i- 
ep. 
an 


-] 

ler 
ore 
10r 
for 





rer 
me 





6 Klansmen Indicted In Fla. Terror Cases 


A Federal grand jury at Miami indicted six white 
men on perjury charges growing out of terrorism and 
bombing cases in mid-Florida from 1949 to 1952. All 
six were judged guilty of either falsely denying member- 
ship in the Ku Klux Klan or that they had participated 
in the reign of terror and must appear for trial on 
June 22. William J. Bogar, 54, former exalted ruler of the 
Apopka Klavern, was charged on eight counts of perjury. 
Other indictments involved the beating of Negro union 
worker Albert Boykin in 1950. Although the 1951 Mims, 
Fla., bomb killing of Harry T. Moore and his wife was 
investigated, the jury did not hand down an indictment. 


WI] World’s Oldest 
Blacksmith: Still 
blacksmithing at 
96, Peter Sim- 
mons of Mt. 
Pleasant, S. C., 
boasts of being 
the oldest crafts- 
man of the dy- 
ing trade. He 
learned art from 
father who died 
at 96, and grand- 
father who died 
at 110. 





























Police Brutality Victim Guilty Of Beating Cop 


A 32-year-old truck driver; whose police brutality com- 
plaint touched off a charge that New York police made a 
secret pact with the Justice Department barring FBI 
civil rights probes, was convicted with his wife of assault- 
ing a policeman. Jacob Jackson said he was beaten by 
white policernan William Brennen so severely last August 
after a disorderly conduct arrest that he required two 
brain operations, had two steel plates put in his skull. 
But a three-man court deliberated only 10 minutes, con- 
victed Jackson and his wife, Genevieve, of assaulting the 
cop. The couple was freed under $500 bond pending out- 
come of their $150,000 damage suit against the city. 





Wl Mrs. FDR Visits Wounded Vet: On her recent tour of 
Japan, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt visited wounded Korean 
War veteran Pvt. Robert Calhoun, 21, of Detroit, Mich., 
in the Army General Hospital at Tokyo. 
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Find Miss. Boy 9, With Head In Board Stockade 

A nine-year-old Metcalfe, Miss., boy was locked with- 
out food or water inside a filthy, unused chicken coop 
with his head trapped between two nailed boards. Police, 
who investigated the case with child welfare officials, 
said the boy was beaten by his relatives and left in the 
shed at his grandparents’ home while they went to work 
in nearby cotton fields. Constable William Townley, who 
was called by neighbors, said, “I found the boy with his 
head stuck on the outside of the coop. The boards had 
been nailed down so he couldn’t get his head out.” A 
county judge said the child’s parents would be questioned 
for possible criminal action. Welfare worker Pat Jackson 
said the boy was left in the shed while his mother worked 
as a maid in Leland, Miss. 


N. Y. Mother Wins $56,000, Won’t Quit $30 Job 

Mrs. Selma Evans, a New York mother who won $56,000 
second place money when she drew Aureole, Queen Eliz- 
abeth’s horse, in the Irish Sweepstakes, said she will not 
quit her $30-a-week job until she receives the money. 
“It might be some time before I get the money,” said Mrs. 
Evans, who works for a Manhattan sample-card concern. 
“T’m not taking any chances. I have a son to support.” 
She said she bought her sweepstakes ticket from a fel- 
low employee in April. When the money arrives, Mrs. 
Evans says she will use it ta buy a home for herself and 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Evans of Harlem, 
then move to Long Island. 


Dupree Tax Trial Begins June 22 In Austin, Tex. 

C. A. Dupree, Houston (Tex.) realtor and philanthropist, 
will face charges of evading more than $240,000 in income 
taxes in 1946-49 at Austin on June 22. Although Dupree 
has denied the charges, contending that he paid what 
his accountants said he owed, the government subpoenaed 
25 persons to support its case. Tax liens were filed against 
Dupree last June, when Federal agents seized $240,000 in 
property and $76,000 in cash belonging to Dupree and his 
wife. Federal Judge Ben Rice, Jr., will hear the case. 
















































Hold 4 Southern Cops For Beating Negroes 

Three Atlanta deputy sheriffs were indicted on charges 
of blackjacking ex-GI George Prather during a traffic 
argument. Prather, president of the Standard Chemical 
Co., said he was beaten by two of the men while the 
third held him at bay with a gun. The trio was held on 
$500 bonds each. In Fayetteville, N. C., Deputy Sheriff 
J. A. West was convicted for blackjacking Robert Elliott 
when Elliott stopped his automobile on the highway. Asa 
result of the attack, the victim suffered two fractures of 
the skull and the left side of his face was paralyzed. 


Wisconsin Rejects FEPC ‘Teeth’ Penalties 

The Wisconsin state assembly rejected proposals to 
provide penalties for enforcement of the state’s FEPC 
law. The effort was to strengthen the law already on 
the books, but was defeated when Rep. Catlin (R., Apple. 
ton) declared that such penalities would be “incompati- 
ble with Christian principles.” 


Yesterday In Negro History 
June 16, 1882—A slave rebellion was scheduled in 
Charleston, S. C., in which thousands of Negroes 
led by Denmark Vesey plotted to kill their white 
masters. Betrayed by a treacherous Negro, the se- 
cretly-planned insurrection was thwarted and Vesey 
and 14 other ringleaders were eventually executed. 


June 16, 1857—Frederick R. Moore, onetime New York 
alderman and editor and publisher of the New York 
Age, was born near Wash- we 

ington, D. C. 


June 16, 1939—Chick Webb, 
famous jazz drummer and 
band leader, died in Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in his 
native Baltimore, Md., at 
the age of 30. Born crippled 
and hunchbacked, Webb 
discovered singer Ella Fitz- 
gerald, made her famous. 
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FORECAST © 


Gold Coast Self-Government. Prime Minister 
Kwame Nkrumah will demand complete self-govern- 
ment for the African Gold Coast, at a political 
assembly scheduled for June 30. A grave crisis in 
Gold Coast-British relations will arise if his wishes 
are not granted. 


Lowering Color Bar. The Chase Hotel in St. Louis, 
only major league city practicing hotel discrimina- 
tion against Negro baseball players, will revise its 
policy to permit Negro players to live with their 
white teammates. 


New Job Opportunities. The Baltimore Sun and 
other prominent white dailies in the Baltimore- 
Washington area will soon hire skilled Negro labor 
in their mechanical departments. 


Theater Stock Company. Movie actor William 
Marshall will organize a stock company of five actors 
to tour U.S. colleges and churches and stage little 
theater presentations. They will offer streamlined 
adaptations of famed plays like Othello. 


Tubman-Eisenhower Confab. Liberia’s President 
William V. S. Tubman will make an official visit to 
the U.S. in mid-1954 to confer with President Eisen- 
hower. 

Edith Sampson Book. Attorney Edith Sampson, 
former alternate U. S. representative to the United 
Nations, will soon publish her first book dealing with 
her world-wide travel experience. 
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| FOREIGN NEWS 3 


British Slay 100 But Mau Mau Spreads 

Mau Mau influence is continuing to spread in Kenya 
despite increasing British slayings of anti-white ter- 
rorists, the colonial government admitted. More than 
100 were slain last week and 54 captured, but the Mau 
Mau is moving into new areas, it was conceded. New 
steps to attempt to curb the society were taken when the 
government outlawed the 100,000-member Kenya African 
Union, and Gen. George Erskine arrived in Nairobi to 
take command of the anti-Mau Mau campaign. 


Expert Lauds Ethiopian Night Fighters 

Ethiopian soldiers are the best night fighters on earth, 
an American military expert reported from Korea. Trained 
in mountain warfare in their own rocky country, the 
soldiers move noiselessly through loose terrain, strike the 
enemy in swift, deadly attacks, Gen. S. L. A. Marshall said. 
In one Korean operation, an Ethiopian patrol destroyed a 
Chinese Communist column in minutes, before it could 
muster a defense. An infantryman whose arm was blown 
off silently handed his weapon to a companion, continued 
to give orders. Gen. Marshall said that of all UN troops 
only the Ethiopians have never lost a prisoner or failed to 
recover the bodies of their dead. 


Scientists Find Uranium In Jamaica, B.W.I. 
Radio-active uranium deposits—used in the making of 
atomic bombs—were found in Jamaica, British West 
Indies, a geological survey unit announced. Though the 
exact location of the deposits is still a closely-guarded 
secret, scientists indicated that radio-activity was detected 
in some of the island’s streams. 
Ousted Educator Resumes Work In South Africa 
Professor Zacharias Matthews, South African educator 
who was forced to return home from the U. S. last month 
when his government refused to extend his passport, has 
resumed his duties as head of the department of African 
studies at Fort Hare, a Negro college in Johannesburg. 
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Africans Build Church For $3.22 

A church costing only $3.22 was built in Lusaka, 
Northern Rhodesia, in the African copper mining 
country. Bricks were baked from clay and women 
and children carried them on their heads to the 
building site. Builders used ant hills for cement, 
cut roof thatching in the surrounding bush country. 











Queen Elizabeth II To Visit Jamaica In November 

Queen Elizabeth II of England has scheduled a visit 
to Jamaica, British West Indies, in November. The newly- 
crowned monarch will arrive at Montego Bay and drive 
across the island to Kingston. 


Nationalists Stage Second Riot In Nigeria 

Nationalist demonstrators—many of them youths— 
rioted for the second time in several weeks at Lagos, 
Nigeria, pulling down coronation decorations, beating up 
whites and breaking windows in government offices. The 
rioters protested a ban on a youth rally, where demon- 
strators planned to “fast, weep and mourn” for the 52 dead 
and 145 injured in last month’s riots at Kano in Northern 
Nigeria. Seven youth leaders who applied for rally permits 
were placed under $560 bond on condition they keep the 
peace. 


Haitian Government Knights U. S. Businessman 
The Haitian goverment awarded the 4 

National Order of Honor and Merit 
(grade of Knight) to 38-year-old Jim- 
my Plinton, a former U. S. Air Force 
instructor and owner of a $125,000 dry 
cleaning establishment, for bringing 
modern dry cleaning to the Black Re- 
public. Plinton, who will soon set up a 
new, $45,000 branch of his laundry, 
went to Haiti in 1946 to start an air- 
line but decided instead to open a dry Jimmy Plinton 

cleaning plant. Today, it is a major business in Haiti. 
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Sewanee Theological School Drops Color Bar 

The trustees of the University of the South at Sewanee, 
Tenn., voted 78 to 6 to admit Negroes and announced that 
Rev. John M. Moncrief, a Protestant Episcopal minister 
from Orangeburg, S. C., is being considered for admission. 
In a six-hour executive session, the trustee board voted 
to lift the color bar and consider all applicants regard- 
less of race. Rev. Moncrief is expected to be first Negro 
theological student to be enrolled at Sewanee. A contro- 
versy split Sewanee last year, when eight faculty mem- 
bers quit in protest because Negroes were excluded. Rev. 
Moncrief, third Negro to apply at Sewanee, is a graduate 
of Fisk University in Nashville, Tenn., and the General 
Theological Seminary in New York. 


Blind Man Gets Texas Southern U. Music Degree 


Blind since infancy, 
42-year-old Melvin T. 
McClendon, who 
worked his way 
through college lead- 
ing a Houston, Texas, 
night club band, re- 
ceived a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in music 
at Texas Southern 
University. McClen- 
don demonstrated 
musical ability at the 
age of five’ years, 
played piano in his 
family church at Luf- 
kin, Texas. In the i. 5\ seams 
1920’s he was ac- Melvin McClendon and sister 
claimed a child prodigy, played for a governor’s inaugural 
ball. Before attending college, McClendon was graduated 
from an Austin school for the blind, later taught music. 
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Twin Honor 
Grads: Top 
graduates at 
Spelman College 
in Atlanta, Ga., 
were 21-year-old 
twins Mary 
Louise and Vir- 
ginia Ruth Mc- 
Kinney of Cleve- 
land, class vale- 
dictorian and 
salutatorian re- 
spectively. 





Univ. Of Texas Awards Its First Ph.D. To Negro 

Ray Floyd Wilson of Giddings, Tex., was awarded:a 
Doctor of Philosophy degree from the University of Texas 
at Austin and became the first Negro ever to receive a 
doctorate from that university. Wilson earned his Ph.D. 
in chemistry and applied mathematics. 


Seek Ouster Of Ga. Jim Crow College Head 

Town officials in Demorest, Ga., called for the ouster 
of Piedmont College president James E. Walter, who has 
refused to turn down $500 monthly checks sent by anti- 
Negro Texas cattle and oil magnate George Armstrong. 
In Demorest, officials said Walters brought the town 
“bad publicity,” asked for “a radical change in personnel.” 


Negro Girl Finalist In Oregon Rose Festival 

A 19-year-old Portland, Oregon, Ne- 
gro high school senior was elected one 
of six finalists in Portland’s annual 
rose festival and became the first of 
her race ever selected for the honor. 
The girl, Adalene Olden, will reign as 
a rose festival princess after compet- 
ing with 125 senior girls at Washing- 4 
ton High School in the contest. Adalene Olden 
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100 Ark. Negroes Jailed In Rape Suspect Hunt 

More than 100 Negroes were jailed in Pine Bluff, Ark., 
as police sought a man suspected of raping a 29-year-old 
white woman in a railroad yard office. Charges of drunk- 
enness, vagrancy, gambling and disorderly conduct were 
filed against all of the “105 or 110” men jailed, Sheriff 
Allen Nixon said. Taverns, cafes and other public places 
were raided and all Negroes found breaking any law were 
arrested. Search warrants were used to raid some private 
homes. The woman failed to identify a prime suspect, 
said another man looked “more like” her assailant. 


N. J. Socialite Says Son Robbed Her To Buy Dope 

A Camden, N. J., socialite, who once accused her 32-year- 
old son of stealing and pawning her mink coat to buy 
narcotics, reported a second theft by her son. Mrs. Wilda 
R. Smith, a city employee and one-time newspaper woman, 
told police her son, Leroy Townsend, stole and pawned a 
coat and cape, also took $45 from her purse. She said he 
wanted the money to buy $3 shots of narcotics. When 
police investigated the theft, they learned that Townsend 
and 21-year-old Romaine Jackson also stole three rings 
from a Philadelphia jewelry store and sold them for dope. 


4 Held In $2,095 Texas Bank Robbery Plot 

A Fort Worth, Texas, man, who escaped three times 
from a mental hospital, was jailed with three companions 
for the $2,095 robbery of a Maypearl, Texas, bank. The 
escapee, Harvey Tutt, and two white men—Guy L. Her- 
ring, 53, and Joe B. Burris, 35—were seized in separate 
arrests by FBI agents. A fourth suspect, George Mays, 
18, said he backed out of the plot, but was held by the FBI 
as a material witness. Reportedly, Herring and Burris 
master-minded a plot to rob a bank at Grandview, Texas, 
and designated Tutt as “front man” to handle the gun 
and get the money. Tutt balked, however, robbed the 
Maypearl bank instead. The white men were charged 
with planning the robbery, Tutt with the actual crime. 
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WHISKEY DRINKER OF THE WEEK. After 
Willie R. Jennings, 29, was found dead in bed 
at his Atlanta home, friends gave police this explanation: 
Jennings had lapsed into unconsciousness after downing 
a pint of whiskey in a single gulp. 


PETTY THIEF OF THE WEEK. When Barney 
Griffin and his son, Donald, continued to miss 
small sums of money from the cash register of their 
Detroit barber shop, they suspected Carl Nelson, a porter 
in the shop. Deciding to put their suspicions to test, the 
Griffins locked the shop, hung up an “out to lunch” sign, 
then hid in a closet. The younger Griffin was equipped 
with a camera. A short time later, Nelson walked in, ap- 
proached the cash register, and opened it. As he placed 
his hand in the register, Donald snapped the picture. 
Nelson ran out the door with $1.50 clutched in his hand. 
The Griffins gave chase, captured Nelson. When they 
produced the picture in court, Recorder’s Judge Joseph A. 
Gillis found Nelson guilty, sentenced him to 90 days. 


ae RECKLESS DRIVER j¢ 
<== OF THE WEEK. 
Clyde Johnson, a 17-year-old 


Chicagoan, had never driven 
a car in his life before he ob- 
tained a job as a car washer. 
After washing a 1947 sedan, 
he got behind the wheel to 
back it off the wash rack. In 





reverse, the car: 1) zoomed Clyde Johnson 

off the rack, out of the filling station, and hit a car, which 
was parked on the curb; 2) crashed into a frame garage, 
reducing the doors to “matchsticks”; and 3) plowed on 
to wreck another car before halting against a garage 
wall. He was charged with driving without a license. 
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Comic Eddie Cantor and Will Mastin Trio. 


SALARY OF THE WEEK. When mimic Sammy 
=—<—= Davis, Jr., and the Will Mastin trio were in New 
England in 1938, they filled club and banquet dates for 
booker Danny White at $45 a show. Recently, White 
booked Davis and the trio into Boston’s Latin Quarter. 
The salary: $5,500 a week. 


PICKUP OF THE WEEK. While following a Los 
=== Angeles “pickup” into her house, Henry Scott, 
21, accidentally knocked down a hall mirror and broke it. 
The pickup, 23-year-old Narcissus M. Smitri, demanded 
that he pay for it on the spot before proceeding with their 
rendezvous. When Scott refused, a hot argument ensued, 
ending in a fight with the pickup being knocked to the 
floor. Struggling to her feet, she seized a piece of the 
broken mirror and gouged Scott’s left eye. “I tried to kill 
him,” she confessed to police. Scott escaped death but 
will be blind in his left eye for life. 
: ,,, DIVORCE OF THE WEEK. Mrs. Parnita Lewis 
=< won an uncontested divorce in Detroit after she 
told a circuit court judge that the marriage vow “ ’til death 
do us part” came true sooner than she expected. She said 
that living in the funeral home owned by her husband’s 
family made her depressed and morbid. She was granted 
restoration of her maiden name, Hangs. 
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us 4» CORONATION PARADE OF THE WEEK. The 

~~ Coronation Day parade in Nairobi, Kenya, was 
a flop. Residents had gathered on two of the city’s prin- 
cipal streets to watch the parade, including Sir Evelyn 
Baring, but missed it as it skirted the edge of town and 
ended at a cathedral. Reason: parade officials were afraid 
a parade down the main streets would set them up for 
a Mau Mau attack, chose an unscheduled route. 


5 BOOKIE OF THE WEEK. After her arrest for 
~ YFunning a $50-a-day neighborhood bookie joint 
in Washington, Mrs. Cora C. Griffin, 33, explained why she 
had entered the business. She said she suffered arthritis 
and was forced to become a bookie to meet the high cost 
of her doctor’s bills. 


MOONSHINER OF THE WEEK. When Birming- 
ham police went to the home of John Thomas, 
whom they suspected of dealing in illicit whiskey, they 
found Clyde Coleman with a pint of moonshine in his 
possession. After smelling the evidence, they put it aside 
to search for more. While they were looking, Thomas 
poured out the moonshine they had put aside as evidence. 
He was charged with interfering with an officer in the 
line of duty and fined $25. 


ae Go a 


AS ahs ahs LUNCH BAG OF THE WEEK. The case of 140 

missing pairs of shoes had baffled the man- 
ager of the Stetson shoe store in downtown Chicago. The 
manager finally called in police and explained how the 
shoes, selling at $20 a pair, had been disappearing. They 
began an investigation and subsequently suspected Thom- 
as Parker, the store’s 26-year-old shoe polisher, who, they 
noted, brought a full lunch bag every day and left the 
store with the bag still full. One day they trailed Parker 
and watched as he lifted three pairs of shoes from the 
bag and put them into a subway locker. Arrested, Parker 
admitted the thefts, said he had been selling the shoes 
after work. 
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Prairie View Prexy Wins $5,000 Farm Award 

Dr. E. B. Evans, president of Prairie View A. & M. 
College, received a gold medal and $5,000 of the annual 
$15,000 Hoblitzelle Award for the advancement of rural 
life in Texas. 


Oregon Daily Hires Negro Reporter 

The Oregonian, a daily paper in Portland, Oregon, 
hired William A. Hilliard as a sports writer and became 
the first Oregon daily newspaper to employ a Negro re- 
porter. Hilliard, editor and publisher of the Negro bi- 
weekly Portland Challenger, worked with the newspaper 
for a year as a part-time reporter. 


sae ¥ 


~i Newsman Adopts “Brown Baby”: New York reporter 
James L. Hicks and wife, Daisy, get first look at German 
“brown baby” they adopted when 214-year-old Schoni 
(Johnny) Krus arrived at New York’s Idlewild Airport. 
Hicks, a former war correspondent, is reporter for the 
Baltimore Afro-American newspapers. 
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Negro Author Marries Italian. Poet 

Author William Demby, a Fisk Uni- 
1 versity graduate, married the well- 
1 known Italian poet Lucia Drudi and 
honeymooned with his new bride in 
Paris and London for two weeks. The 
marriage of the author of the novel, 
Beetlecreek, and the outstanding Ital- 
ian woman poet was front page news 
in the Italian newspapers. Demby is a 
close friend of noted director Robert = ~~ a 
Rossellini and was assistant director William Demby 
: of Rossellini’s last movie starring Ingrid Bergman, called 
Europe 1950. 


Jail Man Who Set Wife Afire ‘To Burn Out Sin’ 
A 26-year-old Detroit factory worker who poured clean- 
ing fluid over his common-law wife and set her afire “to 
| burn out sin” was sentenced to five to 15 years in Michi- 
| gan’s Jackson Prison. Police said Paul Flowers made a 
human torch of Zell Williams after arguing with her over 
religion. She suffered burns over 40 per cent of her body. 
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Sues To Divorce Two Men At Same Time 


In order to clarify her marital status, Phoebe Ro- 
berson Mason and Phoebe Roberson Walker—the 
same person—filed two divorce suits in Memphis cir- 
cuit court against husbands who had not divorced 
their first wives before marrying her. As Phoebe 
Roberson Mason she sought freedom from Marvin 
Mason whom she married at Marion, Ark., in 1941. 
She claims he abandoned her in 1942 and she later 
learned that he had not been divorced from his first 
wife. She married Russell Walker at Hernandon, 
Miss., in 1948, but he put her out of the house. She 
discovered, after leaving, that Walker had not di- 
vorced his first wife. 



























FDR’S Favorite Musician Divorced By Wife 

Pianist Graham 
Jackson, one-time 
White House enter- 
tainer for the late 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, was di- 
vorced by his school- 
teacher wife, Lure- 
lene, in Atlanta, Ga. 
Mrs. Jackson charged 
her husband was “in- 
discreet” with his sec- 
retaries, kept “a large 
number” of people in 
their home where he 
broadcasts a daily mu- 
sical program. She 
sought $500 monthly 
from Jackson’sre- -: : ; 
ported $25,000 annual Graham Jackson and wife Lurelene 
income, but the superior court awarded her $125 a month. 


Slayer Kills Self After 8-Day Vigil Over Girl’s Body 

Jilted by his girl friend, Donald W. Farmer, a 35-year- 
old Los Angeles aircraft worker, killed his pretty young 
sweetheart, then watched over her dead body for eight 
days and nights before killing himself. The woman was 
night club waitress Frances Tuck. Her mother, Mrs. Versie 
Boone, reportedly interrupted the death watch when she 
rang the doorbell at the couple’s house. Mrs. Boone stated 
she heard a shot inside the house and rushed off to call 
police. Officers found Farmer’s body lying on a divan in 
the living room with a .38-calibre automatic in his 
left hand. The body of Miss Tuck, badly decomposed, was 
found on the floor in the bedroom with a bullet hole 
through the head. Police later discovered a note by Far- 
mer addressed to Miss Tuck. It said: “Without you, it is 
unbearable. This is the best way . . . I will love you even 
after death.” 
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Josephine Premice Denies She'll Wed Frenchman 

Josephine Premice, the Haitian calypso singer who 
grew up in Brooklyn, denied she will wed Jacques Blum, 
a French importer, once he is divorced from his es- 
tranged wife. In Hollywood where she is appearing at 
the Coconut Grove, Miss Premice refuted marriage ru- 
mors circulated by gossip columnists. When she appeared 
at the Black Orchid in Chicago, Blum, son of a top 
French government official, flew to the Windy City for 
the opening and gave her an expensive watch. The 
monthly bill for his trans-Atlantic telephone calls to the 
26-year-old singer-comedienne are reported to exceed 
$2,000. 


N. C. White Boy Gets Life For Raping Negro Girl 

A 15-year-old white boy, who pleaded guilty of raping 
a 7-year-old Negro girl in Raleigh, N. C., was sentenced 
to life imprisonment. Carl Roberson Wilson, the youth, 
entered the guilty plea on the advice of his counsel, 
which saved him from the death sentence but carries a 
mandatory life sentence. According to testimony, Wilson 
raped the child near a cemetery after enticing her and 
another seven-year-old girl into the woods on the pretense 
of looking for a lost dog. 


Ala. Pastor Guilty In Second Wife-Slaying 

A Montgomery, Ala., Baptist minister, who served eight 
years in prison for killing his first wife and 14-year-old 
daughter in 1940, was convicted of shooting his divorced 
second wife to death because “she bedeviled and hexed 
me with voodoo powder.” The slayer, Rev. Clarence Foster, 
52, told jurors his ex-wife, Leola, “nearly drove me insane” 
after their divorce, added that he shot her when she 
threatened him with a pistol. He was still on parole for 
the earlier slayings, and may be forced to serve the origi- 
nal 20-year term in addition to the new 10-year term for 
his second conviction. Rev. Foster said his ex-wife 
sprinkled red voodoo powder on the delivery truck he 
drove for a printing firm, explained that police made a 
“laughing stock” of him when he sought her arrest. 
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MALE SHAKE DANCER PLANS Ti 

In New York, a 26-year- wii 5 <n " 
old shake dancer and pro- 
fessional female imperson- 
ator announced plans to go 
to Europe in August for an 
operation to become a wom- 
an so that he can marry a 
U.S. Army sergeant. Charles 
Robert Brown of Pittsburgh 
told JET he has arranged 
with doctors in Bonn, Ger- 
many, for an operation that 
will make him female, so 
that he can marry Sgt. Eu- 
gene Martin, 24, now sta- 
tioned in Frankfort, Ger- 
many. 

Brown claimed he and 
Sgt. Martin have been cor- 
responding for 2% years 
and have known each other 
since they were children. 

“We'll be married as soon 
-7 salen a = See Charles Brown 

If Brown’s plans are realized, he will become the fist| 
Negro “transvestite” in history to transform his sex} 
Transvestism, which is a desire to wear the clothes of the! 
opposite sex, appears to be Brown’s condition. On a recent 
trip to New York he packed only one ladies’ suit, but after 
his operation, which will probably take place in Germany 
this fall, he hopes to discard male clothing for good. 

A veteran of six months in the U. S. Navy, Brow 
describes himself as “a shake dancer.” When he works 
he earns from $10 to $15 a night. He has appeared in 
Boston and Pittsburgh night clubs. 
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CHANGE SEX, WED GI IN EUROPE 








He claims he volunteered for the Navy in 1950 in order 
to obtain medical treatment for chronic rectal and nasal 
bleeding which he insists still occurs regularly each 
month. The bleeding lasts for three days and then stops, 
has been going on for the past four years, Brown declares. 

When he was admitted to the U. S. Naval Hospital in 
Philadelphia in July, 1950, he was treated for “a serious 
mental illness.”” Brown said his illness merely consisted 
of a passion to become a female. One doctor diagnosed 
his condition as due to the abnormal existence in his sys- 
tem of female glands, Brown says. He adds that an 
operation to remove these glands was recommended. 
Brown said he opposed such an operation, preferring in- 
stead to have his male sex organs removed by surgery. 

He wrote to surgeons in Germany, Denmark and Yugo- 
slavia, asking for help in changing his sex. He was in- 
formed that the laws of these countries forbade such 
operations on foreigners. Dr. Christian Hamburger of 
Copenhagen told him that if he gave up his U. S. citizen- 
ship, he could have the operation performed in Denmark. 
Brown wrote to Dr. Thomas Dehler, West German minister 
of justice, requesting legal advice. He says he replied that 
such an operation could be performed in Germany only 
if he became a resident of the country and took steps to 
become a citizen. 

Brown told JET that, if necessary, he will become a 
citizen of West Germany in order to have his sex changed. 
“T just want to become a woman as quickly as possible, 
that’s all,” Brown insisted. “I’ll become a citizen of any 
country where I can receive the treatment I need and be 
operated on.”” Brown says he applied for and received a 
passport for travel in Europe. 

Treatment of Brown will start with hormone and corti- 
sone injections. Operation will involve amputation of his 
sex organs and plastic surgery. Electrolysis will be used to 
remove facial hair. 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT 


SHOTGUN 
MARRIAGES 








BY DALE WRIGHT 


One out of'every five first-born babies in 
the U. S. is conceived before its parents 
are married. 

This startling fact has been disclosed in 
a remarkable survey by Purdue University 
Prof. Harold T. Christensen and dramati- 
cally spotlights the reason why increasing 
numbers of U. S. men are marching to the 
altar in “shotgun marriages” each year. 
Once considered pretty much a Kentucky 
backwoods institution, the “shotgun mar- 
riage” is becoraing an all-American institu- 
tion as the younger generation’s morals ebb 
in our hectic modern times. 

Once thought pretty much of a rarity, the 
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sight of a pregnant bride at the altar is not too unusual 
today. Professor Christensen compared the birth dates of 
1,500 first-born children and the wedding dates of their 
parents and made a conservative estimate that one-fifth 
of all married couples were on their way to parenthood 
before they took their marital vows. 

“In most of these instances, the wedding takes place 
two to three months after the time of conception,” notes 
the Purdue professor. Another noted professor in the 
state, Dr. Alfred Kinsey of Indiana, is expected to add 
much more to the facts of premarital conception when 
his Sexual Behavior of the Female is published late this 
summer. Estimates by other sex studies show that more 
than 50 per cent of all women have coitus before mar- 
riage. Evidently of these, no less than 40 per cent “get 
caught” and wind up with a “shotgun marriage.” 

In Negro communities the same rate prevails 
= although “shotgun marriages” are not as easily 
pressured onto the male, especially in the lower 

laboring classes. 

Chicago lawyer Euclid L. Taylor explains that many 
men no longer “hold still” for pressured marriages, points 
out that virtually no law exists in any state to force the 
issue. 

“It’s because,” Taylor explains, “social patterns have 
changed from the old days when illegitimacy was viewed 
as a capital crime. Today men simply pay support (from 
$500 a year in Oregon, to a total of $1,100 in Illinois) 
until the child reaches maturity, then wash their hands 
of the matter.” In many cases, fathers pay court-ordered 
support in a lump sum and are immediately relieved of 
financial responsibility. 

Yet despite widespread evasion of parental duties, some 
half-million U. S. couples will exchange hollow vows at 
shotgun marriages this year. Such was the case recently 
in Chicago when a South Side teen-ager found herself “in 
a family way” after a romance that began at a church 
social. Her 20-year-old boy friend was a choir singer and 
the families of both were close friends. Under parental 
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Some Marriages Fail Soon After Wedding 


pressure, he married the girl “to give her a break,” then 
deserted her within a month. 

Another such hastily-arranged ceremony was that of 
Eugene and Virginia Lebron in Brooklyn, N. Y. Now the 
mother of twin girls, Mrs. Lebron married at 15 when she 
was still in the seventh grade. Says she: “I wasn’t ready 
for love when I first met Eugene. He was 20, and had a 
job in a factory.” A puppy-love affair led to pregnancy, 
she adds, and her father took the couple to court for 
permission to wed. 

Unlike many young couples who skip adolescence for 
parenthood, the Lebrons established a happy home life 
in their own two-room apartment. The young mother now 
observes, “I like this life, but I can’t go out as much as 
before.” 

Conversely, a 14-year-old Jackson, Miss., girl who mar- 
ried under pressure of pregnancy appeared in St. Louis 
juvenile court because she turned to shoplifting when her 
teen-age husband deserted her and their 11-month-old 
child. A high school honor student in Jackson, the girl 
had moved to St. Louis after her hurriedly-arranged mar- 
‘riage to escape the scorn of her friends. But the problems 
of raising a family with a husband who did not want her 
were too big and the marriage collapsed. 

Shotgun marriages usually grow out of homes where 
both parents work and family discipline is lax. Often, 
adolescent girls seek the intimate company of men—and 
boys—because they believe they will find security never 
enjoyed in broken homes. The transition from adolescence 
to early adulthood is a period when sex impulses emerge 
with great intensity. Without proper parental guidance, 
girls are easy prey for men who seek a quick fling at sex. 

Attorney Taylor warns, however, that in attempting to 
escape “shotgun marriages,” young couples are posing a 
far bigger problem: abortion. “Most teen-agers do not 
realize the terrible price of these illegal operations,” he 
says, “and never think that they often lead to death.” 
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THE WEEK’S 








BEST PHOTOS 





Joe Covello 
W West Point Wedding: Under arch of crossed sabres 
formed by fellow cadets, Lt. Gerald W. Corprew of New 
York leaves West Point chapel with his new bride, Helen 
Shipley, after marriage. Two Negro couples married at 
West Point chapel this year after graduation exercises. 
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Wl Suicide Threat: After threatening to leap to his death 
from an 80-foot radio tower at Terminal Island, Los An- 
geles, to prevent his deportation, African actor Mashood 
Ajala (inset) finally slipped, fell 10 feet to ground. He 
later said he would fast for 30 days to halt deportation. 
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David Jackson 


W) Funhouse Breeze: Chicago’s Pennie McCormick regis- 
tered surprise when sudden gust of air from floor lifted 
skirts during visit to fun house at Riverview amusement 
park’s opening day, celebrating its 50th anr 


versary. 





David Jackson 
Wl Blowing The Blues: Between acts during Chicago 
Theater engagement, crooner Billy Eckstine whiles away 
time, somberly blowing blues on trumpet while thinking 
about impending divorce from wife June. 
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W Rings Symbolize Interracial Marriage: Holding hands 
and showing their rings, British Peggy Cripps and Gold 
Coast fiance Joseph Appiah announced July wedding in 
London. Daughter of late Sir Stafford Cripps and son of 
African tribal chief will live on Gold Coast. Miss Cripps’ 
engagement ring dates back to 1760. 


European 
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Whites Boycott Unsegregated N. C. Catholic Church 
Newton Grove, N. C., parishioners staged a “stay-away” 
campaign at Holy Redeemer Catholic Church to protest 
merging with the Negro St. Benedict church as ordered 
by Bishop Vincent S. Waters. The church boycott by 
whites reduced a normal Sunday attendance of 250 to 51 
at the nonsegregated masses. Major Sutton, the church’s 
Holy Name Society vice president, urged white parishion- 
ers to boycott the church’s services and kept a check list 
“just to see which ones went back on their pledges.” 


Presbyterians Ask Elimination Of Segregation 
Elimination of segregation in churches and elsewhere 

in the nation was urged by the 165th General Assembly 

of the Presbyterian Church of America in Minneapolis. 


Negro Named Vice-Moderator f Mass. Churches 
Julian Steele was = ‘de é 
elected vice-mod- 
erator of the Mass- 
achusetts Congre- 
gation of Churches, 
a 154-year-old body 
numbering 601 Con- 
gregational 
churches as mem- 
bers and governing 
197,000 members. 
Also a moderator 
of the Essex Coun- 
ty Congregational ani . : 
Church in West Julian Steele and wife 
Newbury, Steele will serve for one year over the state 
body appointing officers to handle conference business. 
Previously, Steele, a Harvard graduate who is married to 
Mary Dawes, niece of former vice-president Charles G. 
Dawes, was re-elected moderator of West“Newbury, which 
has a town government. In that position, he appoints 
the town’s governing body and presides at town meetings. 
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Oil Company Employee’s Idea Wins $1,600 

Tube cleaner John R. Barber won a total of $1,600 for 
making the most valuable suggestion during 1952 to the 
Tidewater Oil Company of New York. A 3l-year em- 
ployee, Barber, who lives in Eatontown, N. J., suggested 
a new method of increasing steam boiler capacity and 
efficiency. He won $100 at the time the suggestion was 
accepted, was given $500 when his suggestion was ad- 
judged best from Eastern employees of the company, and 
finally won an additional $1,000 when it was selected as 
the best from all employees. 


Texas Railroad Men Sue For Voice In Union 
Railroad carmen in Houston, Texas, filed suit against 
a white local of the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen in 
an effort to gain acceptance into the union as full mem- 
bers. The suit claims that 150 Negro carmen of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad are required to join the local 


but have no voice in union affairs. 


Negroes Plan $10 Million Slum Clearance Project 

A group of Negroes formed a non-profit organization in 
Miami, Fla., for the purpose of clearing “their own slums.” 
Called the Paravilla Heights Association, the organization 
plans to build $10 million worth of homes and sell them 
at actual cost of land and construction. Attorney E. F. P. 
Brigham, a group spokesman, said it is hoped that this 
plan “may become a model for the entire South with 
Negroes gaining self-respect in a movement to clear their 
own slums instead of letting others do it for them.” 


Plan New Negroes Tourist Court In S. C. 

Plans for a modern Negro tourist court near Bamberg, 
S. C., were announced by contractor R. V. Grigsby of 
Denmark, S. C. He said the project will include a 35 by 
60-foot swimming pool and dining room. 
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Embroidery and lace decorate 
yoke of crepe gown. Price $3.98. 







| Cotton batiste shortie gown with e 
trimming and keyhole neckline is cal 
| 
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elet embroidery, Val lace 
d “My Knee.” Price $3.95. 
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The early summer 
showings in _ sleep- 
wear are all geared 
towards the _ shortie 
pajama and _  night- 
gown. There is a wide 
selection of every 
length from the mid- 
calf or dress length, 
up to the bloomer 
style. Most popular 
seems to be the but- 
ton - down - the - front 
style with a set-in 
yoke, tiny puffed 
sleeves and cute neck- 
lines. 

Designers have man- 
aged to capture femi- 
nine touches that give 
the outfits the ice 
cream and cake look 
that add glamour, 
even when the tailored 
styles are worn. Lace 
and embroidery are 
used in abundance 
with ribbon inserts 
and hand details. 

Tiny, old-fashioned 
rose floral prints are 
very much in evidence 


Smart Summer Nightwear 





Rosebud printed challis ensemble is 
ideal for vacationers. Price $10.95. 


in soft challis and the new nylon and orlon mixtures. 
These materials are easy to launder and many do not 
have to be ironed. Most startling new outfits on the 
market are dual purpose pajamas which can be worn 
either in bed or on the beach. Made of opaque materials 
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Love apple print plisse fabric is used in delicate nightwear trio. 
Scoop neckline has lavender trim, coat has full swing. Price $13. 





which resist wrinkling, the garments are designed 
especially for vacationers at resorts who have sometimes 
wanted to hop right out of bed and stroll out onto the 
sand for a morning stretch. The two-piece pajamas 
feature clever shorts and midriff-exposing bra tops, retain 
their appearance of freshness indefinitely. Their neat 
styling will rate high with teen-age girls and career 
women. 

The new collection of nightwear is alive with color. 
Although there are many gay-toned pastels, bright colors 
such as coral, sea green, deep blue, plaid, brilliant yellow 
and turquoise will be seen in profusion. 

Short sleeping garments have undergone tremendous 
changes since college girls first adopted the tom-boy shirt 
style for nightwear. Fragile and feminine, the garments 
of 1953 will flatter almost every woman. Pajamas and 
nightgowns on these pages are by Dora Gottlieb. 
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STAINLESS STEEL FLATWARE. 
A new set of stainless 
steel flatware, which 
never needs polishing 
and will not tarnish, 
rust or corrode when 
in normal use, has 
been developed by In- 
ternational. The well- 
designed and perfect- 
ly balanced pieces are 
sold in an attractive, 
portable, blond wood 
chest. Price: 26 piece 
set with six 4-piece 
place settings and two s ee 

tablespoons, $39.75. Stainless flatware and chest. 


SIMPLIFIED WALLPAPER HANGER. To permit untrained individ- 
uals to do “a professional” and economical job at hang- 
ing their own wallpaper, Hastings Products has intro- 
duced an easily-operated automatic “Paperhanger.” 
Paste is poured into the unit’s metal box and the roll of 
wallpaper is slipped in. The “Paperhanger” is placed 
against the baseboard of the wall to be covered and the 
paper—with paste smoothly and automatically applied— 
is pulled out and hung on the wall. Price: $4.98. 


CHILDREN’S DISHES. Handsome 
new dinnerware, designed 
just like those used by 
grown-ups, has been de- 
signed by famous pottery 
designer Russell Wright for 
children. The set includes 
an easy-grip mug, a no- 
spill plate, and an all-pur- 
pose cereal bowl. They are 
SEER sold in six glazes. Price: 
Kiddie dinnerware. about $5. 
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GERRI MAJOR’S 


So cleT Y 


CORONATION CHATTER John Velasco of New York 

and points around the world did London’s top clubs with 
a lady from Mexico... . Millicent Hines of Brooklyn ar- 
rived in London after a holiday in Florence and Paris. 
. .. Ruth Khama, whose love cost her husband, Seretse 
Khama, the leadership of his tribe in Beuchanaland, is 
none too popular with his colored friends. They say her 
affected Oxford accent is particularly annoying... . 
Dinah Lee, one of the best known Americans in London, 
is the only shop owner of color in the “Royal” borough of 
Kensington. She operates a women’s specialty store, but 
that does not keep her from taking an active part in the 
civic life of the town. On Coronation Day she conducted 
a street party in Beversbrook Road where she lives. 
Among Americans present were Mrs. Geneva K. Valentine, 
Washington realtor who heads the Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Clubs, and Mrs. Blanche Strickland of 
Dallas, who is vice-president of the Excelsior Life Insur- 
ance Co. The night before, she gave a cup, the Dinah Lee 
coronation trophy, to the Jamaican team which won the 
open table tennis championship. . . . Boston-born Emma 
Layton, who has lived in London so many years with her 
husband, the famous Turner Layton, and daughter, 
A’Lelia, would like to come back to America. “You live 
awfully alone over here,” she says, “not because you want 
to, but because you have to. English people are very 
stand-offish—even with each other. They can be very 
clubby outside, but seldom invite you to their homes.” 
The Layton family is the only colored American family 
in London society. . . . Hardest person to catch up with 
in London was Rose Stevens of the Lincoln School for 
Nurses. Her day started early in the morning and ran 
through to early the next morning. 
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STORK REPORT At the baby shower given for Flo Smoth- 
ers, wife of Meharry registrar Jimmie Smothers, one card 
attached to a foam rubber pad for the expected baby’s 
crib, read: “To rest your head during inflation and the 
baby’s after.” The Nashville party was given at the home 
of Cellestine Flood, and more than 30 baby gifts were 
received. ... The Roy Campanellas are expecting around 
the end of this month. The new arrival will increase the 


baseball star’s tribe to a total of six bambini. 


~W Coronation 
Party: Billy 
Banks, formerly 
a singer with 
Noble Sissle’s 
band, and pretty 
cabaret singer 
Delia Manon of 
Rangoon, Bur- 
ma, pause for a 
tete-a-tete on 
hall stairs dur- 
ing coronation 
party given by 
Dinah Lee in 
London. Former- 
ly a famed sing- 
er herself, Miss 
Lee now runs ex- 
clusive London 
dress agency. 

















Di Gets Sojourner 
Truth Award: 
Mrs. Fannie 
Robinson, first 
wife of late 
dancer Bill (Bo- 
jangles) Robin- 
son, receives the 
1953 National 
Sojourner Truth 
Award from 
Judge Jonah 
Goldstein in 
New York for 
charity work in 
Harlem. 


STORY OF THE WEEK. Chicago society is still buzzing 
over the way Mary F. Cole created a rumpus at the Negro 
College Fund fashion show that featured Paris model 
Dorothea Towles. The wife of insurance bigwig Robert A. 
Cole bought a table for $120 for the affair but was dis- 
satisfied with its position when she arrived at the affair. 
Some spectators say she took the number off her table 
and changed it with one up front near 

the stage. There she sat down with her 

party. Unfortunately, the table she 

switched with belonged to top white 

insurance executive Herman Dunlop 

Smith. When affair sponsors heard 

about the table shuffle, they asked 

Mrs. Cole to move. She was reluctant, 

demanded her money back in a burst 

of hot words. A college fund official 

offered to give her a refund, threatened 

to call police if she did not move. Final- 

ly Smith saved the day by offering to 

share his table with Mrs. Cole. Mary F. Cole 
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TRAVELOGUE Elsie Rumford, charming wife of Cali- 
fornia’s handsome assemblyman from Berkeley, will 
“TWA-it” across the pond to Germany and France soon 
to join her illustrious husband who is on a goodwill tour 
of Germany and other European centers as a guest of 
the U. S. Department of State and “special goodwill am- 
bassador extraordinaire.” . . . Globe-trotting Lester B. 
Granger of the Urban League added 400 miles to his recent 
New Orleans trip just to include a 20-minute visit with 
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Hines of Alexandria, Louisiana. ... 
Dr. Mitchell Ralston, who is considered Detroit’s most 
eligible bachelor, was in New York City for the medical 
association convention en route to Europe for a three- 
months’ trip. He is unaccompanied, despite some reports 
to the contrary. Fabulously wealthy, he has evaded the 
altar to date and some Detroit women fear he may be 
corralled by a European lady before his return. 





WU “Too-Too Bad Party”: While visiting in Chicago, Mr. 
and Mrs. Norris Davis (1.) of Boston were guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Metcalfe (he’s the former Olympic cham- 
pion and Illinois Boxing Commission member) at a “Too- 
Too Bad Party” in the Starlight Room of the Wedgewood 
Towers Hotel. “ 








WEDDINGS Nashville society is talking about the sur- 
prise wedding of AKA soror Belytte (Dee Dee) Miles and 
Meharry dental graduate Harry E. Thomas. Socialites 
had anticipated Dee Dee’s marriage to another Nashville 
dentist, but Dee Dee apparently changed her mind, de- 
cided to make the altar trek with Thomas on the eve of 
his graduation. Besides the “quickie” Nashville wedding, 
the couple will also go through ceremonies again at Sen- 
eca, South Carolina, when the groom’s justice-of-the- 
peace father, Harry Thomas, Sr., administers the vows, 
and again in Saginaw, Michigan, when the bride’s moth- 
er, Mrs. Lawrence Miles, arranges for Catholic ceremo- 
nies. The couple was gifted with a Cadillac convertible 
by the bride’s father. 








WAKA Head-dress Ball: Judges had a difficult time de- 
ciding winners at the AKA’s annual Head-dress Formal at 
San Francisco’s St. Francis Hotel, but finally decided that 
Miss Beavis Dawson (1.) was first prize winner with her 
three-dimensional creation. Miss Vivian Harding (c.) won 
second prize with a pet shop doghouse and Mrs. Charlie 
Mae Cranshaw was third, wearing a savage menagerie. 
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Worps or tHe Weex 


Joe Louis, telling a reporter about his responsibilities as 
director of boxing for the International Boxing Club: 
“Don’t print the work I do. I don’t do nothin’.” 


Gordon Lanier, white, of Savannah, Ga., telling police why 
he killed a 60-year-old Negro widow with his shotgun: 
“She ‘called me a s.o.b. You would have shot her too, 
wouldn’t you?” 


W. Lloyd Warner, University of Chicago anthropology pro- 
fessor: “The color line used to be horizontal. Negroes never 
got up beyond our lower class.Now the line is tilted 
diagonally so that there are some Negroes in every class 
including the top class.” 








Judge William H. Hastie, addressing 
graduates at Talladega College: “The 
only useful purpose of race conscious- 
ness is to enable us to work together 
to achieve the day when we can lose 
race consciousness.” 


William Marshall, the actor, telling 
when he expects to marry: “J’ll get 
hitched when I find the gal,whose neu- a 
roses match mine.” Judge Hastie 


Dr. Gardner C. Taylor, pastor of Concord Baptist Church 
in Brooklyn, addressing Tennessee A. & I. State University 
graduates: “The Negro race has an insight born only in 
the house of heartbreak, the methods God employs in 
rearing people to the ways of strength.” 





Dr. Guy B. Johnson, University of North Carolina sociolo- 
gist: “Segregation and integration are like two unequally 
matched boxers in the ring. Segregation is groggy and he 
can’t win. It is just a question of whether he loses the 
decision on points, or goes down under a knockout 
punch,” 
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s!-The reported rift between Pearl Bailey and her white 
*" husband, Louis Bellson. 


7 Those long distance phone calls between Harold of the 
famed Nicholas Brothers dancing team and his former 
wife, movie star Dorothy Dandridge. The impish Harold 
and the film beauty have been consistently more than 
“mere friends” since their divorce and this despite 
Harold’s onetime engagement to an Italian countess. 

sThe big New York executive who sent an airplane 

*' ticket along with a letter of directions to his “lady love” 
in Philadelphia who was to meet him in London for the 
Coronation. He had a lot of explaining to do when the 
letter and ticket fell into the hands of the lady’s hus- 
band. 


That lovely Chicago Provident Hospital registered 

‘nurse, Margaret Bradley, who has Pittsburgh Courier 
night-life columnist Ted (Midnight Man) Watson shop- 
ping around jewelry stores for the ring. 

«j-That violent session in New York during an Apollo 

“**Records cutting date on which gospel singer Mahalia 
Jackson walked out in the middle of a number. She 
temporarily forgot her religion long enough to “bless” 
out Bess Berman, prexy of the firm. Mahalia told Bess 
she had a “plantation attitude” toward Negroes. 


>kThe irrepressible Rev. Dwight “Gatemouth” Moore 
down in Birmingham, who is driving a taxicab between 
radio broadcaSts. 


>kThat be-diamonded white woman, who had a huge 
packing case with a brand-new cream-colored baby 
grand piano delivered on the lawn of Chicago’s ultra- 
exclusive Lake Shore Country Club for Duke Ellington 
to play. She asked Duke to play Sophisticated Lady, 
then to autograph the instrument. She then had the 
piano repacked and transported to her home. 


PEOPLE ARE 
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= Jazz violinist Stuff Smith, who made a startling ap- 
pearance at New York’s Embers Club wearing earmuffs. 
“Some of these sounds just kill me,” said Stuff, who 
goes to Israel, Egypt and Pakistan this fall on a nine- 
week tour with his own trio. 

ol The five flying trips Chicago’s comely Salome Crosier 

* Williams, ex-wife of detective Hector Crosier, took to 
St. Louis on as many weekends. All this and that four- 
day spree in Louisville, too? 

The climax of that recent Greek letter formal at Phila- 
delphia’s swank midtown Broadway Hotel. White ten- 
ants in the upper floors in a synchronized “bombing” 
attack let go with several paper bags loaded with water, 
drenching the departing fraternity guests. 


+ Folies Bergere star Ruby Richards who is returning to 
the U. S. soon for a short run at a New York night club 
where she will perform some of the songs and dances 
from the Folies, pick up as much loot as she can carry, 
then grab the next boat back. 


sl- Dolores Parker, petite singing protege of Joe Louis, who 
*" when asked when the Bomber will ask her, says, “Now 
that’s a real crazy question, huh?” 

% The changing times along Chicago’s once exclusive 
Drexel Boulevard. A reporter on a “scouting” auto trip 
up and down the long, beautiful thoroughfare observed: 
1) a woman sitting on a trash box curling her hair with 
a comb heated over a can of Sterno; 2) a party of five 
men and women having a barbeque party on the lawn 
and throwing the rib bones into the street; 3) some of 
“the boys” enjoying a bright summer afternoon with a 
“little light” game of Georgia Skin, playing on a blanket 
spread under a tree; 4) dozens of empty Mogen David 
bottles strewn in the gutters of the boulevard. 


’ 


PS 
‘ 


—DAN BURLEY 
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BOOK } THE ‘PECKING ORDER 


OF THE » 
WEEK ( By Mark Kennedy 


© In the barnyard hens have been noted to follow what 
psychologists term “a pecking order.” It is their way of 
describing the domination of certain hens over others. 
Hen A will peck Hen B, which will not retaliate, taking 
this treatment for granted because of Hen A’s size and 
strength. Writer Mark Kennedy noted the same kind of 
social organization in boy gangs and in his first novel, 
The Pecking Order (Appleton-Century $3.50), has drawn 
a parallel which demonstrates the ruthless sadism of 
youngsters on the loose. 

@ Kennedy’s story is kind of a Native 
Son of the younger set, filled with 
blood, lust and violence. His dead-end 
gang runs wild in a gruesome orgy of 
mischief that finally brings death to 
all but one member of the vicious 
crew. But whereas Richard Wright in 
his best-selling novel drew a remark- 
able portrait of Bigger Thomas’ social 
background to explain his going ber- 
serk, Kennedy in his novel seems to be 
interested purely in violence for the 
sake of violence. No doubt the Chicago Negro writer has 
written a frightening shocker in The Pecking Order but 
there seems to be little point to all of his blood-letting. 

@ His is primarily an accumulated glossary of ruffianism 
in every shape and form. Kennedy builds his plot around 
a middle-class Negro boy, Bruce Freeman, who falls in 
with the gang led and dominated by B. J., a tough South 
Side youth who plays the part of Hen A in the so-called 
pecking order. Kennedy tries to extricate some kind of 
meaning from his day’s excursion into malevolence, but 
somehow the book’s downright brutality and savagery 
makes no rational sense. 
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New Yerby Novel Due In August 


Author Frank Yerby will have his 
eighth novel published in August. 
Titled The Devil’s Laughter, it is a his- 
torical novel set against the back- 
ground of the French Revolution. Dial 
Fress will print 75,000 copies of the 
book, spend $25,000 advertising it. Yer- 
by is now living in Switzerland after 
spending months in France collecting 
background information for his new 
novel. His seven previous books sold a 
total of 1,020,883 copies in bookstores, 
in addition to millions more in book 
club distributions. 






Frank Yerby 


Quarles Writes Book On Negroes In Civil War 


Dillard University dean Benjamin Quarles will have 
his newest history book, The Negroes In The Civil War, 
published by Little, Brown on August 10. The book tells 
about the activities of Negroes as soldiers and sailors, 


scouts and spies, nurses and abolition crusaders. 
Washington Novelist Charged With Assault 


Willard Savoy, 36-year-old author 
of the novel Alien Land and former 
Air Force officer, was chatged with 
assault with a deadly weapon, carry- 
ing a deadly weapon, and simple as- 
sault in Washington, D. C. The case 
grew out of a beating reportedly ad- 
ministered to a 14-year-old boy by 
Savoy. He at first denied the charge, 
but when police found a loaded, .32- 
caliber pistol in his possession, he said 
he had beaten the boy after he dam- 
aged a car belonging toa friend. Savoy 





Willard Savoy 
said he was only trying to “chastise” the lad. Bail was 
fixed at $1,000. 





















% Elder Michaux, famous 
Washington radio evangel- 
ist, will give up his Sunday 
“Happiness Hour” broad- 
cast to become a flying 
missionary among Eskimos 
and Indians in Alaska. 


% Russell Evans, Hollywood 
actor, who played in Detec- 
tive Story and Lydia Bailey, 
has a feature role in 20th 
Century-Fox’s new Korean 
War movie, Glory Brigade, 
which stars Victor Mature. 


% Josephine Premice was 
signed for a Universal-In- 
ternational movie short to 
be based on her Calypso 
singing. Her drummer, Luis 
Martinez will support her. 
She also has plans for a 
one-woman Broadway show. 


% Dr. Howard Thurman 
was given a testimonial by 
the congregation of his in- 
terracial Church for the 
Fellowship of all Peoples in 
San Francisco on the eve 
of his departure for his new 
post at Boston University. 


% Art Walker, University of 
Michigan football tackle, 
was fined $16.25 for siphon- 
ing gas from another stu- 
dent’s car in Ann Arbor. 
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% Jimmy Jones, ex-Sarah 
Vaughan accompanist who 
was Stricken a year ago with 
tuberculosis, suffered a re- 
lapse in Brooklyn and had 
to be given 15 pints of blood. 


% Louis Armstrong is being 
considered for a key role 
in Universal-International’s 
The Glenn Miller Story, a 
biographical movie about 
the late bandleader which 
will star James Stewart. 


% Joe Louis, ex-heavy- 
weight champion, will make 
a tour of 27 cities to publi- 
cize The Joe Louis Story, 
the film story of his life 
which will be distributed 
late this summer. 


% Walter White, NAACP 
executive secretary, will be 
presented the sixth annual 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Me- 
morial Award on June 15 
for “distinguished service 
in the field of human re- 
lations. 


% Jimmy Carter, world’s 
lightweight boxing cham- 
pion, donated $1,000 to help 
rebuild Harlem’s condemned 
St. Charles Community Cen- 
ter, where he started his 
boxing career. 
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Sugar Ray Seeks Fights In Europe 

Sugar Ray Robinson, retired middleweight champion 
of the world, may fight several exhibitions in Europe, 
according to Peter Wilson of the London Daily Mirror. 
“Gilbert Benaim (leading promoter in France) tells me 
that Sugar Ray Robinson has written to him asking him 
ng |to fix up a half dozen exhibition fights for Robinson in 
ole |Europe,” Wilson wrote. “Could be that ‘Ray’s the limit’ 
il’s jis planning a comeback.” 





Yankees Sign Young Negro Right-Hander 
ch The New York Yankees signed Don Johnson, 17-year-old 
Birmingham Black Barons right-handed pitcher, and sent 
him to their Class-D Pony League farm at Olean, N. Y. 
y- |A six-two, 178-pound native of Bessemer, Ala., Johnson 
ke | was signed by the Yankees’ Negro scout, William (Dizzy) 
li- | Dismukes, bringing to six the number of Negroes in the 
ry, | club’s farm chain. Johnson was considered the best major 
ife | league prospect in the Negro American League since Willie 
ed | Mays left the Barons in 1950 to sign a Giant contract. 


Althea Gibson Graduates From Florida A. & M. 

y Tennis star Althea Gibson was one of 218 students grad- 
be | uating from Florida A. & M. College at Tallahassee. Ac- 
al | cording to latest rumors, shé will accept a teaching post 
le- |at Lincoln (Mo.) University, possibly giving up her quest 
15 | for the world women’s tennis titles. 





Negroes Star In Interracial Texas Track Meet 

For the first time in history, Negro and white athletes 
competed against each other at the Texas Amateur Ath- 
’s | letic Union track and field meet in Houston, Tex., with 
n- | Negroes winning several events. Star of the meet was 
lp | Ralph Aldridge of Texas Southern University, who won 
od | the 100-yard dash in 9.8s. Unusual feature of the meet 
n- was a winning interracial girls’ 440-yard relay team, 
1S_| coached by James Solomon, a Negro, from Bay City, 
Texas. 
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John Davis Retains American Weight Lifting Title 

John Davis, Olym- 
pic weight lifting 
champion, retained 
his American 
heavyweight _ title 
by lifting a total of 
990 pounds for the 
three standard lifts 
in the National 
Amateur Athletic 
Union meet at In- 
dianapolis. Davis 
heaved 320 pounds 
in the military 
press, 310 pounds 
in the two-hand ; 
snatch, and 360 John Davis 
pounds in the clean and jerk. This record, however, was 
13 pounds below his 1952 performance. 


Two Negro Athletes Attend Ike’s Luncheon 

Only two Negroes were among 44 athletes invited to 
lunch with President Eisenhower at the White House. 
They were: Art Bragg, Morgan State College track star, 
and Norvel Lee, Olympic heavyweight champion boxer 
from Howard University. 


Fully Recovered, Irvin Dons Regular Baseball Shoe 
Monte Irvin, New York Giant left fielder, indicated his 
complete recovery from a broken ankle by removing the 
football-type shoe he had worn to protect it since return- 
ing to action last season. In other major league develop- 
ments: 1) both Milwaukee Braves Negro utility players, 
first baseman George Crowe and outfielder Jim Pendleton, 
clouted pinch home runs to help bring two victories to the 
club. Pendleton’s blow was against the Dodgers, Crowe’s 
against the Phils. 2) Larry Doby, Cleveland Indian center 
fielder, blasted his way out of a slump with a grand slam 
home run that whipped the Boston Red Sox and lifted his 
batting average from his season’s low of .215 to .252. 
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Minor League Head Declares Negro Ban Illegal 

George M. Trautman, president of the minor baseball 
leagues, ruled that the Cotton States League illegally en- 
tered an agreement banning Negro players. Trautman 
also nullified the league’s act of forfeiting a May 20 game 
to Jackson, Miss., because Hot Springs sought to use a 
Negro player in violation of the agreement. 

The league had made its ruling after Hot Springs 
signed Jim and Leander Tugerson, brothers and pitch- 
ers, during spring training. The club was forced to farm 
the hurlers to Knoxville. The forfeiture came when Hot 
Springs attempted to recall Jim Tugerson. Trautman 
said his office will not approve any league’s effort to ban 
players because of race, color, or creed. 


rd ast 


Wi Championship Performance: Two boxing champions 
turned bongo drummers, welterweight titlist Kid Gavilan 
(1.) and lightweight king Jimmy Carter, team up for a fun 
session between workouts in New York. Gavilan is said to 
be somewhat of an expert on the drums. 


55 









































Wi Scores Hole- 
In-One: After 
firing a hole-in- 
one on the eighth 
hole of the Wee- 
quahic Golf Club 
in Newark, N. J., 
Francis Coleman 
stoops to re- 
trieve his ball 
from cup while 
club pro Persey 
Jarvis holds pin. 
Coleman scored 
his ace in Na- 
tional Day com- 
petition against 
Julius Boros, U. 
S. open cham- 
pion. 


Film Editor Says Louis Was Best Heavyweight 

After editing 85 films for television’s Greatest Fights 
of the Century, New Yorker Bill Cayton revealed his 
opinions: Joe Louis was the best “over-all” heavyweight 
champion of all time. “We feel that Rocky Marciano’s a 
harder hitter than Louis or Dempsey,” he said, “but he 
is the clumsiest heavyweight champion of all.” 


Patterson Content To Stay In His Class 

Unbeaten Floyd Patterson, Olympic middleweight cham- 
pion, resisted efforts to have him meet “name” fighters 
following his seventh consecutive victory—a third-round 
knockout of Canadian light-heavyweight champion 
Gordon Wallace in Brooklyn. His manager, Custer 
D’Amato, insisted that the 19-year-old Patterson, con- 
sidered to be excellent championship material, will not 
be “brought along too fast.” 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. *““Doc Young”’ 
Baseball’s pro and con boys have become interested 
in the possibility that Roy Campanella, Brooklyn’s 
catching genius, will be made a major league coach 
or manager after he lays down the mask, mitt, and 
mattress. A good sign: there are many cons. There is 
unanimity on these points: 1) Roy is a wonderful 
guy; 2) Roy, having started out professionally at the 
tender age of 15, knows baseball; 3) Roy is a great 
competitor; and 4) Roy knows how to teach. 

Actually, there is no obvious bar to his becoming a 
coach or manager. Walter O’Malley, president of the 
club, has discussed the possibility with Roy and both 
are virtually committed to a deal. The only thing— 
and appraising its weight is difficult—is the tendency 
of the pro-con boys to make a “problem” of the affair. 
Seven years after Jackie Robinson’s advent, these 
fellows are still frightened into worry about whether 
the game is ready to “accept” a Negro coach or mana- 
ger. They keep asking themselves: will white boys 
play for a Negro leader? 

The question is superfluous. They played for 
Roy back in 1946, when he substituted as mana- 
ger of the Nashua (N. H.) Dodgers, when the 
“problem” was ripest. They know now, that he’s 
got the stuff; they like him, respect him, idolize 
him; so, why the fright? 

Sometimes progress is snafued by too much ad- 
vance speculation. Officials of the Cotton States 
League trapped themselves that way after Hot 
Springs signed two Negro pitchers. Conversely, by 
planning quietly, Jacksonville put Negroes into the 
Sally League with no trouble at all. “We just decided 
to hire them,” business manager H. B. “Spec” Rich- 
ardson told the writer. “Everyone cooperated, and we 
broke the color line.” 
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Randy Turpin In SPORT: When middleweight champion 
Sugar Ray Robinson retired from the ring, he broke a 
promise to Randy Turpin for a third meeting, Lester 
Bromberg says in Sport magazine. Turpin, who won the 
title from Sugar Ray in 1951 and held it 63 days before 
josing it back to Robinson, was confident of victory in 
their next scheduled meeting and was disappointed when 
Sugar Ray quit. In Leamington, about 100 miles from 
London, to find out what Britishers think of Turpin, 
Bromberg learned that: 1) he is so popular some British- 
ers want to see him knighted; and 2) the greatest night 
in English boxing history came on July 10, 1951, when 
Turpin, who had never gone more than eight rounds, 
decisioned Robinson for the title in 15 rounds. ‘“’e showed 
the Yank, ’e did, a Leamington lad,” Bromberg quotes a 
fan who spoke of the fight in Cockney. “We were proper 
proud of ’im that night.” But, Bromberg learned, Turpin 
was not always the first citizen of Leamington, an indus- 
trial city of 45,000 population, as he is today. The son of 
a Negro father and a white mother, neighborhood parents 
once refused to let their children play with him because 
he was what they called a “little nipper’”—equivalent to 
America’s “little nigger.” 

Trinidad Carnival In SATURDAY EVENING POST: Each spring 
calypso rhythms begin sounding throughout the Trinidad 
island and for two days and nights everyone surrenders 
to the pre-Lent carnival festivities of sin and fun, writes 
Joe Alex Morris in the Saturday Evering Post. For 363 
days of the year, the island is usually “calm, quiet and 
as British as tea and crumpets.” But when carnival time 
rolls around, the racially-mixed islanders and visitors “go 
carnival crazy,” Morris observes. All over the city the 
scene is about the same—madcap carrying on. “At carni- 
val time,” explained one islander, “all of the peoples 
abandon themselves in so far as possible to sin, but the 
next day they go to church and ask forgiveness.” 


58 

















re 


er 















\ MEDICINE | 


Jail Calif. Lab Technician On Abortion Charge 

William W. King, a 39-year-old laboratory technician 
for the California Department of Public Health, was ar- 
rested in Berkeley on a charge of abortion filed by a white, 
unwed former University of California coed. Police re- 
ported that the unidentified girl entered Herrick Memorial 
Hospital in a critical condition, following the alleged abor- 
tion, but recovered after immediate surgery. 


Woman Who Had Ice Pick In Heart Fully Recovered 

A 39-year-old Detroit woman, who was admitted to De- 
troit’s Receiving Hospital with the blade of an ice pick 
imbedded in her heart, was released as fully recovered. 
Stabbed by a male acquaintance in May, 1952, Mrs. Melba 
Mason was given virtually no chance to live when ad- 
mitted to hospital. Quick work by heart specialists 
saved her life. Mrs. Mason said she had more than a 
dozen stab wounds when an ambulance hurried her to 
Receiving’s emergency room. Today, she bears little sign 
of her wounds, has an incision mark where the ice pick 
was extracted. 
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on and x-ray of ice pick in her heart. 














|_ENTERTAINMENT 


Cab Calloway Freed Of Singer’s Assault Charge 

A white night club singer’s charge that Cab Calloway 
heckled his act and punched him in the face was thrown 
out of a New York magistrate’s court. Judge Charles F. 
Murphy told Harvey Grant, who had a summons issued 
for Calloway: “Night club entertainers are constantly be- 
ing heckled. You must learn to swallow these interrup- 
tions. Patrons pay money to enjoy themselves and they 
very often are noisy.” Grant claimed Calloway made so 
much noise that it interrupted his singing, also said the 
“hi-de-ho” singer, now appearing in Porgy and Bess on 
Broadway, aggravated an old brain injury with a punch in 
the face. Witnesses said, however, that Grant threw a 
microphone at Calloway’s table, then attempted to con- 
tinue the argument outside the club. 
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MODEL. TURNED DISC JOCKEY. 
Radio’s most 
glamorous new disc 
jockey is New 
York’s statuesque 
Sarah Lou Harris, 
a cream - complex- 
ioned North Caro- 
lina-born beauty 
who has found suc- 
cess at a variety of 
careers and thinks 
having at least four 
simultaneously is ‘; : = 
“just par for the Sarah Lou Harris and Buddy Bowser 
course.” The 26-year-old ex-schoolteacher has teamed with 
her husband, comic Buddy Bowser, in an hour-long variety- 
record show called “Harlem Frolics” over radio station 
WLIB, whose format includes interviewing celebrities, 
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Ruth Brown Escapes Death In Dance Hall Riot 
Blues singer Ruth Brown narrowly 
escaped death in Philadelphia, when 
1,000 persons—most of them teen- 
agers—rioted at a Town Hall dance 
where she was featured with band- 
leader Sonny Stitt. Police said 16- 
year-old James Jenkins was shot to 
death and three others were seri- 
ously injured in the melee. Two bul- 
lets plowed into a wall inches away 
from where Miss Brown was standing. 
The riot began when two youths ar- Ruth Brown 
gued over a girl escorted to the dance by Odell Stephens, 
18. In the fight that followed, hundreds of youngsters 
pulled knives and guns. The singer fainted during the 
excitement, was hurried through a rear door by singer 
Arthur Prysock. Miss Brown was revived by a doctor. 


at 
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FINDS SUCCESS IN SIX CAREERS 
spinning records and ad libbing on current events. 

Although beamed to a Negro audience the popular hus- 
band-wife show has caught on with a large white audience 
because listeners have found it difficult to identify the 
Bowsers as Negroes. For example, one woman listener 
called recently, said: “You have a delightful show, but 
why do you spend so much time on colored news?” 

As a successful disc jockey, Sarah Lou can now boast 
of having made good at all of six careers. Since quitting a 
school teaching job in her hometown of Wilkesboro, N. C., 
she has cashed in on her talents as: 1) a model for Lucky 
Strike cigarettes; 2) a night club entertainer; 3) a public 
relations consultant; 4) a housewife and finally; 5) a 
disc jockey. Her husband admits that she is chiefly re- 
sponsible for the show’s success. Says he: “It’s Sarah 
Lou’s show. She makes it tick with her effervescent per- 
sonality, and her sensuous ‘Southern belle’ dialect sends 
our male listeners into a swoon.” 
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Eddie Cantor Aids Child Prodigy Toward 
Talented 10-year-old John Robert- y 
son, who made his debut recently on 
NBC-TV as a classical pianist, is being 
helped in his quest for fame by come- 
dian Eddie Cantor. The fifth grade 
child prodigy, through the aid of Can- 
tor who discovered his talents, will 
appear at New York’s Town Hall in a 
recital on October 11. The youngster 
has mastered five of Shubert’s most 
difficult piano works, specializes in 
classical music with humorous themes. ‘“jonn "Nobastean 


White Opera Star Lawrence Tibbett To Sing ‘Porgy’ 

Lawrence Tibbett, famous white baritone of the opera 
and concert stage, will sing the role of Porgy in the all- 
Negro folk-opera, Porgy and Bess, for ten guest appear- 
ances to be listed soon. 








W ‘Porgys’ Give To College Fund: After winning $510 in 
four appearances on a New York TV show, the three 
“Porgys” of Porgy and Bess—Irving Barnes (1.), Leverne 
Hutcherson (c.) and Leslie Scott—presented a check for 
the amount to the United Negro College Fund. William 
J. Trent, fund executive director, received check. 
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A Dorothy Dandridge had 
to cancel $10,000 worth of 
engagements. Doctors told 
her she had measles. 


A Frankie Dee will soon 
resign from his whiskey 
salesman job and open his 
own tavern. He is naming 
it Dee’s PeeWee Inn. 


A Frank Davis, Fred War- 
ing’s sepia TV star, and 
Betty Jane Everett are a 
woomatic item. He’s help- 
ing her forget that South- 
ern University professor in 
Baton Rouge. 


A An explosion aboard his 
cabin cruiser off the coast 
of Miami almost resulted in 
restaurant owner Joe Wells 
going blind. He required 
hospitalization. 


A Three customers at Onyx 
Club asked Ruby Hill to 
sing three songs for them. 
When they left, they hand- 
ed her an envelope that 
contained two $100 bills as 
a tip. 


A Hilton Hill, the Bermu- 
da travel agent, is building 
a swank chain of guest 
houses there for the tourist 
trade. White hotels there 
turn thumbs down on sepia 
visitors. 


A Bebop singer Joe Carroll 
left the Dizzy Gillespie ork. 
Joe will join the staff of 
Julliard music school lec- 
turing to summer students. 


A Since Roy Campanella is 
leading his league in home 
runs, business has tripled 
at his whiskey store. Cus- 
tomers mob him for auto- 
graphs when they make 
purchases. 


A Political associates of 
Harlem district leader Ray 
Jones say that he is about 
to retire and move to the 
Virgin Islands, where he is 
angling for a federal job. 


A Highest-paid harness 
racing jockey in the nation 
is Nolton Pattio, who has 
ridden 37 winners at Bay 
Meadows track this season. 
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A Before dancer Janet 
Sayres will sign a contract 
to appear in any night 
club, the owners also have 
to agree to supply a dress- 
ing room for her mother, 
who accompanies her. 


A Julius Archibald, MJr., 
whose dad is the first Negro 
state senator in New York, 
went into the Air Force as 
a 2nd looey after graduat- 
ing from New York Uni- 
versity with his masters in 
mathematics. 


A Something new in cos- 
tumes for barmaids is be- 
ing worn by Olga Poindex- 
ter, the wealthy widow, at 
the Nite Cap Cafe. They are 
tropical sequinned pedal- 
pushers, designed by male 
dressmaker, Al Vigal. 


A The Jack Duncans are 
making ready to welcome 
the Stork on July 4th. He 
is a liquor salesman. 





D. Dandridge Frank Davis 
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A Charlie Dixon, whose 
mother is the wealthy so- 
cialite Mrs. Ethel Washing- 
ton, tells friends that Phil- 
ly’s pretty Annabelle Peter- 
son, a nurse, has accepted 
his engagement ring and 
the wedding date will be 
set soon. 


A Billy Graham, the white 
evangelist, added several 
sepia St. Louis women to 
his crusade chorus, and says 
they will travel with him 
even in deep Dixie despite 
any howls down that way. 


A Colonial is the only ma- 
jor airline that employs a 
Negro ticket seller. He is 
Hugo Haynes, who works 
in their Park Avenue office. 


A Larry Doby’s brother-in- 
law, Benny Veal, is the 


home run king of a minor 
league baseball 
Wisconsin. 


team in 






Ruby Hill Frankie Dee 














A During her tor- 
rid shake dance at 
the Baby Grand 
Cafe, one of Rosa 
La Rosa’s G-strings 
broke and the 
house lights were 
turned off while she 
ran for her dress- 
ing room. 


A The Tiny Brad- 
shaws refuse to re- 
veal if they are 
separated. Heis 
living at the The- 
resa Hotel; she is 
at their Riverside 
Drive apartment. 


A When Terrie 
McDuffy returns 
from South Ameri- 
ca, where he is 
pitching for a local 
ball team, he will 
open a swank hotel 
in Beckley, W. Vir- 
ginia. 

—MaAJsor ROBINSON 


Tiny Bradshaw 
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RADIO TV GUIDE 


Marian Anderson To Sing On Ford TV Show 
Contralto Marian Anderson, recently 

returned from a concert tour of Japan 

and entertaining troops in Korea, will 

join the impressive line-up of stage, 

screen, television and radio stars on the 

Ford Motor Company’s 50th anniver- 

sary program. The two-hour television 

production will be broadcast over the 

CBS-TV network and NBC-TV on 

Monday, June 15, at 9 p.m. EDT. The 

famed singer will be featured along . 

with Mary Martin, Ethel Merman, Marian Anderson 

The Mariners and Amos and Andy. Other Negroes appear- 

ing on radio and television this week include: 

Mrs. Leah Sykes Young, Virginia’s mother of the year, on 

Bob Hope Show (Friday, June 12, at 11:45 a.m. EDT) on 

NBC radio. 

Jimmy Carter vs. George Araujo in a 15-round lightweight 

championship bout (Friday, June 12, at 10 p.m. EDT) on 

NBC-TV. 

John Marriot in Golden Bullet (Friday, June 12, at 6:30 

EDT) on Du Mont television. 

Joe Louis vs. Tommy Farr in Greatest Fights of the Cen- 

tury (Friday, June 12, at 10:45 pm. EDT) on NBC TV. 

Duke Ellington and Orchestra on Music Moderns (Friday, 

June 12, at 11:30 p.m. EDT) on NBC radio. 

Benedict College on Negro College Choirs (Sunday, June 

14, at 10:30 a.m. EDT) on ABC radio. 
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THE TRAGIC 
LOVE LIFE 
OF 
ETHEL WATERS 


In the famous singer-actress’ climb from the slums 
. to the pinnacle of success, Ethel Waters met many 
men, but none who could bring her marital happi- 
ness. Don’t miss this latest personal true life story. 
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“Take chances with 


1 use Sulfur-8 . . . because 
it starts to work instantly* to give relief!’ 


With Sulfur-8 you start to get re- 
lief from these troubles... FAST! 
It’s more wonderful than plain sul- 
fur! Better than plain lanolin for- 
mulas too! You cannot expect such 
results from any mere hair dress- 
ing. Sulfur-8 contains “poly-sul- 
phides”—the strength of sulfur, a 
“SUPER-SULFUR” that’s easier 
to absorb and faster-acting too! 
Sulfur-8 is rich in lanolin! 

You'll thrill as Sulfur-8 starts to 
work instantly .. . even if you’ve 
hurt hair with hot combs, irons, 
and straighteners. Your hair looks 
smoother, longer, and more lus- 
trous too! 

Get a jar of Sulfur-8 today! IF 
DRUGGIST DOESN’T CARRY, 
no need to wait. Send no money! 
Just name and address to Sulfur-8, 


SULFUR-8 


HAIR AND SCALP CONDITIONER 


Dept. J4, 1310 Bedford Avenue, 
B’klyn 16, N.Y. Pay postman $1.10 
(plus postage and tax). Money 
back if not delighted. (Made by 
makers of GLOSS-8 PRESSING 
OIL and SULFUR-8 SHAMPOO! ) 


*When used 
as directed 





